[Single preoperative intravenous dose of metronidazole for appendectomy in children].
One hundred children were prophylactically treated with 15 mg/kg-1 of metronidazole immediately before appendicectomy and retrospectively compared with 100 other patients without any antibioprophylaxis. No statistically significant difference was found between the two groups as regards age, weight, sex and macroscopic appearance of the appendix. The overall incidence of complications was 1% in the antibioprophylactic group and 9% in the control group. Furthermore, a single pre-operative intravenous dose of metronidazole was as effective as conventional antibioprophylaxis.